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(2) GOVERNOR-GENERAL*S CABLE TO COLONIAL OFFICE

PRETORIA,
December 22, 1913

CONFIDENTIAL

MY TELEGRAM OF 19TH DECEMBER CONFIDENTIAL, AT MASS
MEETING OF INDIANS AT DURBAN YESTERDAY GANDHI IS REPOR-
TED AS SAYING THAT INDIANS COULD NOT ACCEPT CONSTITUTION
OF COMMISSION THERE BEING GRAVE OBJECTIONS TO IT FROM
INDIAN STANDPOINT. HIS ADVICE. WAS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT
ACCEPT COMMISSION IN ITS PRESENT FORMATION AS INDIANS HAVE
HAD NO VOICE IN IT. THEY WERE FIGHTING FOR REDRESS OF
SEVERAL GRIEVANCES THE UNDERLYING SPIRIT .OF THE STRUGGLE
BEING TO OBTAIN A FIRM RECOGNITION ON THE PART OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE RIGHT OF CONSULTATION IN ANYTHING AP-
PERTAINING TO INDIAN INTERESTS. UNLESS GOVERNMENT WERE PRE-
PARED TO CONDESCEND TO THAT EXTENT AND TO ASCERTAIN
AND RESPECT INDIAN SENTIMENTS IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR INDIANS
AS LOYAL BUT MANLY CITIZENS OF EMPIRE TO RENDER OBEDIENCE
TO COMMANDS OF LAWS PASSED OVER THIER HEADS. OTHER OB-
JECTION TO COMMISSION WAS THAT IT WAS PARTISAN AND
THEREFORE INDIANS WANTED THEIR OWN PARTISANS. THIS THE?
MIGHT NOT GET BUT THEY WANTED AN IMPARTIAL COMMIS-
SION. UNLESS MEN HOLDING NON-ANTI-ASIATIC VIEWS WERE NOMI-
NATED INDIANS COULD NOT ASSIST GOVERNMENT TO BRING CRISIS
TO AN END WITHOUT FURTHER SUFFERING,         IF GOVERNMENT

DECLINED       THIS      REQUEST      HE      PROPOSED       THAT       THEY       SHOULD      ALI

ON    NEW     YEAR'S     DAY     BE     READY     AGAIN     TO     SUFFER     BATTO

AND AGAIN SUFFER IMPRISONMENT AND MARCH OUT. THAT WAi
HIS ADVICE TO FREE AND INDENTURED INDIANS. IF THEY AC-
CEPTED A QTUIET LIFE THEY WOULD INCUR THE DISGRACE OI
ALL THEIR COUNTRYMEN IN THEIR MOTHERLAND AND THE WHOLI
OF BRITISH EMPIRE. THEY SHOULD OBEY THE         ORDERS OI

CONSCIENCE AND GO FORWARD WITHOUT THINKING. WHEN THET
HAD MADE UP THEIR MINDS THEY SHOULD STICK TO IT EVEK
UNTO DEATH. KALLENBACH POLAK AND RTTCH ALSO SPOKE RESOLU-
TIONS WERE PASSED (1) THE COMMUNITY MAY NOT IN HONOUB
GIVE EVIDENCE BEFORE COMMISSION . BECAUSE IT HAD NOT BEE*
CONSULTED AS TO CHOICE OF MEMBERS AND BECAUSE NONI
WERE INCLUDED SPECIALLY REPRESENTING COMMUNITY'S INTERESTS
(2) URGING ADDITION TO COMMISSION OF SCHREINER AND ROSI
INNES OR OTHER EMINENT SOUTH AFRICANS OF EUROPEAN RACI
\Y30SE NOMINATION \yiLL BE ACQEPTABI^E TO WfDI^N COMMU